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URBAN  JlRTRIGT  COUNCIL  OP  3EAG0N3PIBLD 


Tel;  Beaconafield  5^02  Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Hall, 

Penn  Road, 

Beaconsf ield , 

Bucks . , 


August,  1970 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of 
Beaconsfield  U.D.C. 


Dear  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Noise  is  one  of  the  frequent  sources  of  complaint  to  any 
Public  Health  Department,  It  certainly  can  be  a general 
nuisance  and  the  Council  has  the  power  to  take  action  and  has 
in  the  past  served  informal  and  statutory  notices  upon 
offenders.  There  are,  however,  many  sources  of  noise  v/hich 
although  not  of  high  sound  intensity  are  none  the  less 
irritating,  fatiguing  and  a disturbance  to  mental  concentration. 
These  are  subjective  effects  which  need  sympathetic  investigation 
but  are  difficult  to  measure.  Certainly  in  the  Department  we 
are  always  willing  to  arrange  observations  and  if  necessary 
measurements  of  the  sound  intensity  on  the  spot. 

Road  and  air  traffic  is  responsible  for  most  ambient 
noise.  Following  the  new  instructions  to  pilots  of  aircraft 
leaving  Heathrow  in  a ’Vesterly  direction  the  residents  of 
Beaconsfield  have  had  some  respite  from  Aircraft  noise  but  a 
third  London  Airport  remains  a potential  future  source.  Noise 
metering  of  road  vehicles  is  part  of  routine  checks  carried 
out  by  central  government  and  police.  Motor-cycles  which  used 
to  be  such  noisy  offenders  have  either  become  better  ’’silenced" 
(was  ever  a word  more  mis-used?)  or  deservedly  less  popular. 
However,  the  manner  in  which  some  ’Sports*  cars  are  driven 
creates  an  almost  eciual  disturbance  particularly  at  night  at 
what  should  be  a quiet  time. 

I do  not  think  it  is  generally  realised  that  excessive 
vibration  and  sound  can  cause  deafness  particularly  deafness 
to  certain  pitches  of  sound.  This  is  not  caused  by  the 
shattering  of  ear  drums  but  by  damage  to  delicate  nerve  endings 
after  repeated  exposure.  85  decibels  seems  to  be  the  critical 
level. 
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In  this  respect  I v/ould  draw  attention  to  the  potential 
noise  from  motorised  lawn  mowers.  The  sound  intensity  produced 
at  close  quarters  by  some  of  these  could  be  traumatic  if  operated 
over  long  periods.  The  noise  produced  by  some  rotary  mov/ers 
might  easily  be  mistaken  for  a light  aircraft  about  to  take  off. 
There  is  also  the  additional  hazard  to  the  user  from  following 
behind  as  he  is  under  most  conditions  breathing  in  the  exaust 
gases  containing  carbon  monoxide. 

To  my  mind  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  Consumers  Association 
Survey  on  motor  mowers  published  in  the  *\Vhich*  (March  and  July 
1969)  Magazine  only  manages  two  lines  in  each  on  noise.  Their 
conclusion  is  however  important  'hitll  the  petrol  mowers  v/ere 
noisier  than  either  mains  or  battery  movi^ers*’  - I would  submit 
also  more  dangerous  for  health. 

Manufacturers  ’./ill  in  future  be  obliged  to  pay  more 
attention  to  the  noise  produced  by  their  appliances.  A motor 
mower  has  been  to  some  extent  a prestige  symbol  and  customers 
have  not  been  critical  enough.  Any  intending  purchaser  should 
now  ask  not  only  ”How  much  does  it  cost  etc?"  but  "How  much 
noise  does  it  make  at  the  distance  from  v/hich  it  is  operated?". 

In  other  words  how  much  atmospheric  pollution  does  it  produce 
by  noise  and  by  fumes? 

I Y/ould  recommend  that  those  who  appreciate  the  visual 
pleasure  of  well  cut  turf  also  cultivate  the  aesthetic 
pleasures  of  mowing  quietly  by  hand  or  electric  mower.  There 
seems  little  logic  about  pleasing  the  eye  at  the  expense  of 
offending  the  ear.  It  would  be  more  aesthetic  (and  healthier) 
to  please  both  eye  and  ear  and  keep  the  peace  into  the  bargain. 


Yours  sincerely, 


B.H.  Burne 
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SECTIOIT  1 


GENERAL  AND VITAL  STATISTICS 


1 • General 

Population  (Estimated  mid-year)  11,940 

Area  (Acres  of  district)  5»314 

No.  of  habitable  houses  (per  rate  book)  as  at  1.1.70  - 

Rateable  value  of  area  at  1st  April,  1969  £795j391 

Product  of  penny  rate  ( 1968/69)  #£3?280 


On  the  following  two  pages  are  Vital  Statistics  for  this 
area  and  England  and  Wales. 

The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are 
obtained  when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make 
allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution 
of  the  local  population  differ  from  that  of  England  and 
Wales.  The  corrected  rates  are  comparable  with  the  crude 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  corresponding  corrected 
rates  for  any  other  area. 

The  population  for  the  combined  districts  for  which  I 
am  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  9"^. 400. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  1969 


LOCAL  AUTHORITY  AREA 

ENGLAND 

and 

WALES 

Hales 

Females 

Total 

Estimated  mid-year 

11,940 

48,826,800 

home  population. 

Live  Births 

Total 

72 

64 

136 

797,542 

Legitimate 

68 

60 

128 

730,500 

Illegitimate 

4 

4 

8 

67,042 

Stillbirths 

Total 

10,662 

Legitimate 

9,555 

Illegitimate 

•1,107 

Total  live 

Total 

72 

64 

136 

808,204 

and  still- 

Legitimate 

68 

60 

128 

740,055 

births. 

Illegitimate 

4 

4 

8 

68,149 

Deaths  of 

Total 

3 

3 

14,397 

Infants 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

12,694 

under  one 

Illegitimate 

1,703 

year  of  a^e 

under  four 

Total 

1 

1 

9,603 

v/eehs  of 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

8,494 

age. 

Illegitimate 

1,109 

under  one 

Total 

8,232 

v/eek  of 

Legitimate 

7,266 

age. 

Illegitimate 

966 

Deaths  - 

39 

58 

97 

579,463 

all  ages 

VITAL  STATISTICS  1969 


I 

Local 

England 

Author- 

and 

ity 

Area 

Wales 

Live  iDirth  rates,  etc. 
livebirths  per  1,000  home  population 

16.3 

{crude  rate) 

11.4 

Area  comparability  factor 

.99 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

11.3 

16.3 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 
Illegitimite  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 

.69 

1.00 

live  births 

6 

8 

Stillbirth  rate 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births 

13 

Infant  mortality  rates 
Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births 

22 

18 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year 
per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 

23 

17 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

25 

Neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

7 

j 

12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 
Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate 

10 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined. 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

23 

Deaths  rates,  etc.  - all  ages 
Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate) 

8.1 

11.9 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.11 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

9.0 

11.9 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

.76 

1.00 
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Causes  of  Death 


As  v^rill  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  the  two  principal 
causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  which 
caused  50*5%  of  the  deaths  and  cancer  v/hich  caused 


Diseases 


Males  Females  Total 


Enteritis  and  Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Meningitis 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Appendicitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System 

Diseases  of  Genito/Urinary  System 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skelet al  System 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

All  Other  External  Causes 


1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

3 
1 
k 
1 

23 

6 

15 

4 
12 

1 

2 

1 

.1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 


39  58  97 


-8- 


SECTION  II 


HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


1 • Hospital  Services 

Beaconsf ield  is  just  within  the  area  of  the  Windsor  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  North-West  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Board, 

Hospitals  Available  for  the  District  in  the  Windsor  Group 

Management  Committee  Area: 

Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium, 
Peppard  Common, 

King  Edvirard  VII  Hospital,  Windsor, 
Maidenhead  Hospital,  Canadian  Red 
Cross  Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow, 

Bucks,  Wexham  Park  Hospital,  Wexham, 
Nr,  Slough,  Iver,  Denham  and  Langley 
Cottage  Hospital,  Iver, 

Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital. 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital, 
Upton  Hospital,  Slough,  H.R.H, 
Princess  Christian  Maternity  Hospital, 
Windsor, 

Church  Hill  House,  Easthampstead, 
Bracknell,  Berks,  Clarefield  Court, 
Nr,  Maidenhead  and  Binfield  Park, 
Binfield,  Berks, 

St,  Bernards  Hospital,  Southall, 

Middx, 

Psychiatric  Out-patient  Wexham  Park  Hospital,  King  Edward  VII 

sessions . Hospital  and  Maidenhead  Hospital, 


Tuberculosis 

General 

Infectious  Diseases 
Maternity 

Hospitals  for  the 
Sub -normal 

Mental  Hospital 


The  boundaries  of  the  district  flank  those  of  the  adjoining 
Oxford  Hospital  Region  and  many  patients  are  referred  to  hospitals 
in  that  area. 
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2 


Education  Act,  194U 
School  Health  Services 


The  School  Health  Services  are  administered  from 
32  Octagon  Parade,  High  Wycombe* 

3.  Laboratory  Services 

Bacteriological  laboratory  facilities  are  provided  hy  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Oxford  and  Luton. 

Samples  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  for  chemical  analysis 
are  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst,  Southwark  Borough  Council. 

4.  Mass  Radiography  Service 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  t he  Mobile  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  to  visit  the  district  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  of  each 
month.  This  service  is  due  to  begin  in  February  1970. 

Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Midwifery  Service 

The  following  Nurse/Midwives  practised  in  the  Town  during 
the  year  as  follows : 

Miss  G.I,  Snell,  S.R.N.,  S.G.M.,  Q.N. 

Miss  M.  Towers,  S.R.N.,  S.Q.M.,  0 .N. 

Their  address  is:  Nurses’  Home,  Candlemas  Mead,  Beaconsfield. 

Telephone:  Beaconsfield  3954 

Miss  M.R.  Taylor,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q..N. 

(Area  Relief  District  Nurse/Midwife) 

Address:  3 The  Perns,  London  End,  Beaconsfield. 

6.  Health  Visitors 


The  following  Health  Visitors  are  based  in  the  Council 
Offices  at  Beaconsfield  and  cover  Beaconsfield  Old  Town, 

New  Town,  Holtspur  and  the  surrounding  district. 


Miss  0.  Pearsons,  S.R.N.,  S.C.H.,  H.V. 

working  with  Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  Solomon,  Dr.  Green. 

Mrs.  E.A.  Lacey,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

attached  to  Dr.  E.D.  Watkins,  Dr.  M.M.  Watkins,  Dr.  Carey. 

Mrs.  M.  Robus,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

working  v/ith  Dr.  McGregor,  Dr.  Church. 

Miss  M.M.  Whitford,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

working  with  Dr.  Horn,  Dr.  Gau. 
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Covering  Wooburn  Common: 


Miss  G.  Thomas,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

All  Health  Visitors  covering  Beaconsfield  and  the  surrounding 
districts  either  work  with  or  are  attached  to  the  practices  of  the 
Local  General  Practictioners*  Until  this  year  each  Health  Visitor 
was  allocated  a specific  district  and  was  responsible  for 
carrying  out  all  the  work  devolving  upon  that  area.  The  amended 
method  of  working  appears  to  be  operating  well  and  generally  offers 
a more  comprehensive  service  for  all  concerned. 


7. 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

Location  Session 

M.O.  Attends 

(a) 

New  Beaconsfield 

Youth  Centre,  2nd  & 4th  Pri. 
Maxv^rell  Road,  each  month. 

2-4  p.m. 

Both  sessions 

(t) 

Holtspur 

Congregational  1st  & 3rd  Tues. 
Church  Hall,  each  month. 

Crabtree  Close.  2 - 4 p*m. 

3rd  Tues. 
each  month. 

(o) 

Well  Baby  Clinic 

The  Surgery,  1st  & 3rdThurs. 

51  Wycombe  End.  each  month. 

2-4  p.m. 

Dr.  E.  Yi/atkins 
attends  all 
sessions. 

8. 

Ambulance  Service 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council.  The  Beaconsfield 
area  is  covered  by  the  High  Wycombe  Station,  West  End  Street, 

High  Wycombe.  (Telephone  Number;  High  Wycombe  21871 ) 

SECTION  III 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  1948/51 


Sectioni  U7 

Under  this  Section  v/hen  persons  (a)  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease  or,  being  aged;  inform  or  physically  incapacitated, 
are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable  to  devote 
to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 
care  and  attention,  the  Local  Authority  may  apply  to  a court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  remove  the  person  to  a 
suitable  place.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under 
this  section  during  the  year. 
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Section  50 


Under  this  section  the  District  Council  has  the  duty  to 
arrange  for  the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their 
area,  if  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the 
body  are  being  made.  One  burial  was  carried  out  under  the 
auspices  of  this  Section, 


SECTION  IV 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Only  17  cases  of  diseases  which  are  notifiable  occurred  during 
the  year.  They  were  made  up  as  follows  and  can  be  compared  with 
the  previous  4 years. 


NUMBER  OP  CASES 


DISEASES 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Measles 

14 

44 

154 

148 

169 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

10 

4 

3 

2 

Tuberculosis 

0 

2 

0 

4 

6 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Infective  Jaundice 

0 

2 

Meningitis 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Not  previously  notifiable 


The  use  of  measles  vaccine  has  facilitated  a further 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles,  and  one  can  now 
assess  the  success  of  its  use  as  this  is  the  first  full  year 
that  the  vaccine  has  been  freejy  available  for  children  up  to 
the  age  of  15  years. 
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SECTION  V 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  ON  THE  AREA 
General  Administration 

Day-to-day  inspections  of  houses,  shops  and  factories 
have  been  carried  out  through  the  year.  The  following  is 
a sumiiiary  of  the  visits  paid  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1969. 

General  Sanitation 

Water  Supply  6 

Drainage  40 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  127 

Outworkers  3 

Factories  and  Workshops  11 

Licenced  Premises  8 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  32 

Rats  and  Mice  211 

Atmospheric  Pollution  22 

Schools  9 

Public  Conveniences  9 

Visits  to  filthy  and  verminous  premises  12 

Swimming  Pools  9 

Miscellaneous  91 

Housing 

Public  Health  Act:  No,  of  houses  inspected  12 

Public  Health  Act:  No,  of  visits  paid  l6 

Housing  Act:  No,  of  houses  inspected  22 

Housing  Act:  No.  of  visits  paid  18 

Overcrowding:  No,  of  houses  inspected  1 

Overcrowding:  No.  of  visits  paid  2 

Improvement  Grant  inspections  79 

Improvement  Area  Inspections  

Miscellaneous  2 

Infectious  Diseases 

Visits  following  notification  of 

Infectious  Diseases  6 

Noise  Nuisance 

Visits  follov/ing  notifications  of  nuisance  4l 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

Visits  93 
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Visits  to  Pood  Prerr.ises 


Butchers  15 

Canteens  1 

Pisluiiongors  and  Poulterers  

Grocers  itJ 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  7 

Dairj.os  and  Milk  Distributors  2 

Pood  Preparing  Premises  8 

Restaurants  16 

Bakehouses  


Service  of  Notices 


No,  of  Informal  Notices  (all  types)  served 

during  1969  27 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  with  29 

No#  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  during  1969  •••••  2 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  with  1 


1 # Water  Supply 

There  is  a piped  water  supply  to  the  whole  of  the  Urban 
District.  The  supply  is  provided  by  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  and  the  Bucks  Water  Board.  The 
former  serves  the  Old  and  the  New  Tov/ns  and  the  latter 
Holtspur  and  District. 

The  water  contains  a high  degree  of  temporary  hardness 
and  therefore  no  problems  from  plumbo-solvency  occur.  An 
adequate  supply  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  district 
during  the  year.  The  water  samples  sent  for  Bacteriological 
and  Chemical  'Examination  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


2 • Drain  a rr.e  and  Sev/erage 

The  foul  sewerage  system  in  the  district  has  operated 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  y^ar. 

The  few  cesspools  remaining  (mainly  in  outlying  areas) 
have  been  emptied  free  of  charge  within  a short  time  of 
receipt  of  notification. 
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Coll ec t ijon  and  Disposal  of  Refuse 

A v/eelvly  collection  of  refuse  has  been  maintained  to  all 
premises  thr^'ughout  the  district.  In  addition  special  collections 
of  bulky  hj'jseholC  waste  have  been  made,  free  of  charge,  v/here  a 
request  h.vs  been  received. 

Regular  ewtra  vreekly  collections  are  made  at  premises  where 
putrescib.- e refuse  accumulates  quickly  i.e.  cafes,  restaurants, 
fishmongers  -.ind  bu  ocher s.  There  is  a small  annual  charge  for 
this  seiviee- 

All  relLLse  is  taken  to  a private  tip  just  outside  the 
Beoconsfield  Urban  District  and  is  being  used  as  back-filling 
to  a sand  and  gravel  pit. 

Metal  is  collected  and  sold  to  a local  scrap  metal 
merchant . 

6 informal  notices  were  served  asking  for  renev/al  of 
defective  daerbins. 

4 • H ou  s in  g 

The  number  of  properties,  shown  below,  controlled  by  the 
Council  at  the  end  of  December,  1969  was  874  ns  compared  with 
864  at  December,  1968. 


Housing 

Ac  c emmod  a t i on : 

December,  1968 

December 

Pre-war 

Council  Houses  & Plats 

242 

242 

Post-v/ar 

' Cc.'U:'.o il  Houses  & Flats 

622 

632 

864 

874 

Since  ifne  war,  the  Council  have  made  every  effort  to 
provide  units  of  .varied  accommodation  for  all  needs,  as  follows: 


4 

4 

3 Bedroom 

(Parlo’.ir^  Tvor  HmiaRa  

4 

\ ^ jr  sr 

( Mai  sonet.tes ) 
(Parlour)  Typ 
( I'Ton-Parlour  ) 

"^yue  Houses 

2 

e iiuu  ses 

20 

3 Bedroom 
3 Bedroom 

Type  Houses  ........ 

218 

( Mai sonett es ) 

Tvoe  Houses  ........ 

40 

2 Bedroom 

(I'Ton-Parlour ) 

Tvne  Houses  ........ 

130 

Bung  alov/s 
Plata  . „ , 

1^ 

163 

Old  Peeples  Flatlets  . 

-15- 


Year  Private  Development 

Council 

Development 

Total 

No.  of 

' Housing  Units 

No,  of  Housing  Units 

I960 

136 

8 

144 

1961 

105 

8 

113 

1962 

117 

31 

148 

1963 

54 

2 

56 

1964 

73 

30 

103 

1965 

94 

0 

94 

1966 

61 

40 

101 

1967 

29 

42 

71 

1968 

35 

12 

47 

1969 

16 

10 

26 

Total  Houses 
Built  in  Last 
10  years. 

720 

183 

903 

5«  Standard 

Improvement  G-rants 

6 Applications  were  received 

during 

the  year.  8 

were 

completed  and  the  following  amenities  provided; 

Fixed  Baths  or  Shov/ers  8 

Wash-hend  Basins  8 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  Supply  at  Baths  or  Showers  •••  8 

Hot  andvGold  Water  Supply  at  Wash  Basins  8 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  Supply  at  Sink  6 

Water  Closets  6 

Food  Storage  6 


The  total  grant  paid  on  the  eight  completed  properties 
was  £1 y062  10s,  Od. 

Discretionary  Improvement  G-rants 

7 Applications  for  discretionary  grants  were  received  and 
1 was  completed.  The  grant  paid  on  the  one  completed  was 
£95  10s,  Od,  and  the  following  amenity  provided; 

Dampcourses  1 

‘The  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  has 
considerably ' increased  wit!  the  advent  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969* 
The  Act  has  (at  the  discretion  of  Local  Authorities)  increased 
the  grants  available  from  £400  to  £1000  for  improvements  and 
from  £500  to  £1200  for  each  dwelling  provided  by  conversion. 

In  addition  certain  repair  items  can  now  be  included  as  grant 
aided  works. 

This  authority  has  decided  to  restrict  the  maximum  grant 
available  for  each  application  to  a msiximum  of  £600  in  the 
following  way  (a)  by  making  a 50^  grant  on  the  first  £800  of 
expenditure  and  (b)  25%  grant  on  the  next  £800.  No  grant  will 
be  paid  on  expenditure  exceeding  £l600. 
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This  restriction  provoked  one  landlord  into  making 
representations  to  the  council  but  has  generally  been  accepted 
by  applicants  without  comment.  The  objector’s  case  rested  mainly 
on  the  fact  that  restrictions  of  this  nature  acted  against  the 
landlord  providing  dwellings  for  rent. 


6 . Housing  Act,  1957 

The  following  is  a summary  of  day-to-day  complaints  of 
housing  defects  dealt  with  during  the  course  of  the  year  by 
informal  action: 


Repairs  to  gutters  1 

Repairs  to  roofs  (dampness  abated)  2 

Repairs  to  drains  (including  cesspools)  U 

Repairs  to  water  closets  2 

Repairs  to  wall  (dampness  abated)  6 

Repairs  to  plaster  2 

Repairs  to  floors  3 

Renewal  of  Electrical  Installation  ^ 


1 • Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  current  site  licences 
under  this  Act  was  3*  These  covered  a total  of  12  occupied 
caravans . 

Odds  Farm  Caravan  Site 

Green  Common  Lane  Site 

The  gradual  run  down  on  these  sites  continues.  Further 
representations  were  made  by  the  owners  to  combine  the  sites, 
but  the  suggestions  put  forward  were  unacceptable  to  the  Local 
Authorities  concerned.  The  matter  was  referred  back  to  the 
owners  informing  them  of  the  type  and  approximate  position  of 
the  combined  site  that  would  meet  both  planning  and  licencing 
requirements . 


Wellfield  Caravan  Site:  Gl'^ry  Hill  Lane. 

(Set  up  for  the  Motorway  Employees  M40) 

The  site  was  finally  cleared  approximately  seven  months 
after  the  completion  of  the  Motorwa:’'  contract.  This  proved 
to  be  an  extremely  difficult  and  in  at  least  two  cases  a very 
unpleasant  job.  When  the  contract  finished  the  occupants 
became  unemployed  and  in  consequence  were  seeking  work  in 
this  area.  In  addition  they  were  on  the  site  illegally  and 
had  nowhere  else  to  station  their  caravans. 
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Motorv/ay  Extension  from  the  West  to  the  East  Side 
of  Old  Beaconsfield  (MUO) 


A caravan  site  has  been  set  up  to  accoraraodate  contractors 
employees  only.  The  site  has  been  constructed  and  operated  by 
the  contractors  and  has  so  far,  been  reasonably  well  controlled. 


8,  Rodent  Control 


Below  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  rodent  infestations 
dealt  with  during  the  year; 


Number  of  premises  inspected  for  rats  and  mice 

(after  notification  of  infestation)  = 174 

Number  of  premises  inspected  for  rats  and  mice 

(whilst  attending  to  other  matters)  = 250 


Number  of  infestations  cleared 


90 


9 • Wasps 


A total  of  77  visits  were  made  in  the  course  of 
destroying  wasps  nests,  A standard  charge  of  £1  Os.  Od 
per  nest  destroyed  is  made  for  this  service. 
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SECTION  VI 


INSPECTION  IvND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

1 • Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959 

The  Bucks  County  Council,  as  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority, 
SEinple  milk  produced  in  the  district.  These  samples  are  sent 
for  Bacteriological  Examination,  primarily  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 
The  examination  also,  however,  reveals  the  presence  of  Brucella 
organisms.  When  such  organisms  are  isolated,  the  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  informed.  No  such  reports  were 
received. 

2.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  1955 

Routine  inspections  of  the  premises  subject  to  the  above 
Regulations  have  been  carried  out,  and  where  necessary,  the 
owners  have  been  asked  to  make  alterations  or  additions. 

3.  Food  Inspection 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year: 


Description  CV/TS . LBS . 


Meat  at  retail  shops  3 105 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products  29 

Canned  Meats  62 

Fish  79 

Vegetables  and  Fruit  3 U6 

Other  Poods  4 102 


13  87 


16  complaints  regarding  food  and  drink  were  investigated. 
One  particular  type  of  com.plairt  has  occurred  on  3 occasions. 
This  concerns  the  discolouration  of  white  bread  with  brown 
lumps.  This  has  been  proved  to  occur  when  the  dough  making 
machine  is  used  for  the  making  of  brovm  bread  in  the  first 
instance  and  then  changed  to  making  white  bread.  If  some 
brown  dough  is  left  in  the  machine  it  discolours  the  white. 

4*  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 « Section  16 

There  are  now  39  shops  selling  ice-cream  within  the 
district . 
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SECTION  VII 


1 • Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  pet  animal  shops  within  the  district. 

2 • Game  Act,  1851 

Nuraer  of  Game  Licences  issued:  7 

3#  Petroleum  (Refflilation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936 
Number  of  Licences  renewed:  13 

A total  of  23  inspections  were  made  under  the  Regulations. 

4.  Rage  Ploefe  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act.  1951 
Number  of  Premises  Registered:  Nil 

5*  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

93  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
14  minor  contraventions  were  found. 

2 minor  accidents  were  reported  and  1 investigated. 

B.H.  Burne, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
P.J.  Bunce, 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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SECTION  110 


